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Workplace Safety Signage Requirements Checklist 
Workplace safety signage plays a critical role in reducing risks, communicating hazards, and helping businesses meet their obligations under Victorian Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) laws. Appropriate signage helps workers, contractors, volunteers, and visitors identify hazards and understand required safety actions quickly and clearly.
Safety signs should be easy to understand, appropriately positioned, regularly maintained, and compliant with Australian Standards such as AS 1319 – Safety Signs for the Occupational Environment.
Small businesses and not-for-profit organisations often overlook signage during workplace inspections. Missing, faded, damaged, or incorrect signs can create confusion and increase the risk of incidents and injuries.
The OHS Signage checklist provides practical guidance on common workplace safety signage requirements.

Safety Signage Best Practice Tips
1. Ensure Signs Are Clearly Visible
Signs should be positioned where they can be easily seen before workers enter hazardous areas or undertake risky tasks.
2. Use Standard Colours and Symbols
Australian Standards specify colours and formats for different types of signs:
· Red – Prohibition or fire equipment 
· Yellow – Warning or hazard 
· Blue – Mandatory actions 
· Green – Emergency information or safe conditions 
3. Regularly Inspect Signage
Inspect signs during workplace inspections to ensure they are:
· Clean 
· Legible 
· Not faded or damaged 
· Still relevant to current workplace hazards 

4. Include Signage in Inductions
Workers and contractors should receive training on workplace signage during inductions and refresher training.
5. Consider Multilingual or Pictogram-Based Signs
Where workers speak different languages, symbols and pictograms can improve understanding and reduce confusion.

Common Safety Signage Mistakes
Many businesses unintentionally create compliance issues by:
· Using faded or damaged signs 
· Placing signs too high or behind obstacles 
· Having outdated emergency evacuation information 
· Failing to install signs after workplace layout changes 
· Using homemade signs that do not meet Australian Standards 

Final Thoughts
Safety signage is one of the simplest and most cost-effective ways to improve workplace safety and communicate hazards clearly. A well-maintained signage system supports legal compliance, improves emergency preparedness, and helps create a stronger safety culture.
Businesses should review signage regularly as part of routine OHS inspections and ensure all signs remain relevant to workplace risks and activities.



	Sign Name
Note – these signs do not include every possible workplace sign – this is just a guide
	Status Key
1. Need
2. Have
3. Have but needs replacing
4. Don’t Need
	Details

	Prohibition Signs - Indicates an action or activity that is not permitted. Must be displayed where prohibited behaviour could create risk
Design Requirements
· Red circle with diagonal red slash 
· Black pictogram 
· White background 
· Optional black text

	No Smoking
	
	Required in smoke-free areas and many indoor workplaces under Victorian legislation.

	No Entry
	
	Used to restrict access to hazardous or authorised-only areas.

	No Mobile Phones
	
	Installed where electronic devices may create ignition or distraction hazards.

	Do Not Operate
	
	Used during maintenance or isolation of unsafe equipment.

	Authorised Personnel Only
	
	Restricts access to trained or approved personnel only.

	Do Not Use Lift in Fire
	
	Required near lifts in buildings with emergency evacuation procedures.

	2. Mandatory Signs Indicates an action that must be carried out.
Design Requirements
· Blue circle 
· White symbol 
· White rectangular text panel (if needed)

	PPE Required
	
	Display where mandatory PPE such as hard hats, gloves, or eye protection is required.

	Hearing Protection Required
	
	Required where noise exposure may exceed exposure standards.

	Eye Protection Required
	
	Used where chemicals, particles, or processes may injure eyes.

	Safety Boots Must Be Worn
	
	Required in workplaces with foot injury risks.

	Hard Hats Must Be Worn
	
	Required in areas with falling object risks.

	Wash Hands
	
	Used in hygiene-sensitive workplaces or hazardous substance areas.

	3. Danger Signs Warns of hazards likely to be life-threatening.
Design Requirements
· White “DANGER” text inside red oval 
· Red oval inside black rectangle 
· Black text on white background

	Danger – High Voltage
	
	Warns of life-threatening electrical hazards.

	Danger – Confined Space
	
	Required at confined space entry points.

	Danger – Asbestos
	
	Required wherever asbestos-containing materials are identified.

	Danger: Overhead Powerlines
	
	

	Danger – Moving Machinery
	
	Warns of serious machinery hazards.

	Danger – Radiation
	
	Used where radiation hazards exist.

	4. Warning Signs Warns of hazards not normally life-threatening, but still dangerous.
Design Requirements
· Yellow triangle 
· Black border 
· Black symbol/text

	Wet Floor
	
	Temporary warning for slip hazards.

	Forklift Operating Area
	
	Warns pedestrians and workers of forklift traffic.

	Hot Surface
	
	Warns of burn hazards from equipment or pipes.

	Trip Hazard
	
	Used where uneven surfaces or obstacles exist.

	Fragile Roof
	
	Required where roof surfaces may not support weight.

	Falling Objects
	
	Warns of overhead hazards.

	5. Emergency Information Signs Shows emergency equipment or escape information.
Design Requirements
· Green background 
· White text or pictogram

	Emergency Exit
	
	Clearly identify all emergency exits.

	Emergency Assembly Area
	
	Clearly mark evacuation assembly points.

	First Aid
	
	Identify first aid kits, rooms, and personnel.

	AED / Defibrillator
	
	Identify automated external defibrillator locations.

	Eyewash Station
	
	Identify emergency eyewash facilities.

	Safety Shower
	
	Identify emergency shower locations.

	6. Fire Safety Signs Identifies fire equipment or fire emergency instructions. Must be Visible from approach direction
Design Requirements
· Red background 
· White symbol/text

	Fire Extinguisher
	
	Install above or adjacent to extinguishers.

	Fire Hose Reel
	
	Identify fire hose reel locations.

	Fire Blanket
	
	Identify fire blanket locations.

	Fire Alarm Call Point
	
	Identify emergency alarm activation points.

	Fire Door Keep Shut
	
	Used on designated fire doors.

	Fire Exit Keep Clear
	
	Ensure exits remain unobstructed.

	7. Restriction / Limitation Signs Places a defined limit on activity or equipment use. Ie Racking / scaffolds
Design Requirements
Often similar to prohibition signs but without slash.

	Speed Limit 5km/h
	
	Used in pedestrian and vehicle interaction areas.

	Speed Limit 10km/h
	
	Used in warehouses and loading areas.

	Maximum Occupancy
	
	Indicates room or area capacity.

	Safe Working Load (SWL)
	
	Required on lifting equipment and racking.

	Weight limit / Capacity
	
	Indicates weight limit / Capacity

	Height Clearance
	
	Warns of low clearance areas.

	8. Hazardous Chemicals / Dangerous Goods Signs Required under chemical storage and dangerous goods legislation.
Must match:
· Globally Harmonised System (GHS) pictograms 
· SDS information 
· Dangerous goods placarding rules 
Often required:
· On containers 
· At storage rooms 
· On cabinets 
· At entry points

	Flammable Liquid
	
	Required where flammable liquids are stored.

	Corrosive Substance
	
	Warns of corrosive chemical hazards.

	Toxic Substance
	
	Identifies toxic chemical storage or use.

	Oxidising Agent
	
	Used where oxidising substances are present.

	Gas Cylinder Storage
	
	Identify compressed gas storage areas.

	9. Confined Space Signs Must:
· Identify the confined space 
· Warn against unauthorised entry 
· Be at every access point 

	Confined Space – Entry by Permit Only
	
	Required at confined space entries.

	Authorised Personnel Only – Confined Space
	
	Restricts access to trained personnel.

	10. Electrical Safety Signs

	Electrical Hazard
	
	Identify electrical risks and switchboards.

	High Voltage
	
	

	Switchboard Access Required
	
	Ensure switchboards remain accessible.

	Arc Flash Hazard
	
	Warns of arc flash risks.

	Lock Out Tag
	
	Required during maintenance activities.

	11. Plant and Machinery Signs

	Out of Service
	
	Used for faulty or unsafe equipment.

	Keep Hands Clear
	
	Warns of moving parts and pinch points.

	Guards Must Be In Place
	
	Required where machine guarding is necessary.

	Moving Parts 
	
	

	Crush Hazard
	
	Warns of crushing risks from machinery.

	Lock Out Tag
	
	Required during maintenance activities.

	12 General Workplace Signage Requirements

	CCTV in Operation
	
	Inform people where surveillance is in use.

	Restricted Access
	
	Identify restricted or prohibited areas.

	Manual Handling Warning
	
	Remind workers of safe lifting practices.

	Traffic Management Signage
	
	Separate pedestrians and vehicles safely. Warn about shared pedestrian and vehicle areas and speed limits

	Other
	
	Identify additional site-specific signage requirements.
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